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Biblical Love
“Biblical love is an act of the will in obedience to God, not depending on feelings or emotions.  Love seeks the good and blessing of others through acts of denying self for the other’s sake.  Biblical love is born out of a motivation to glorify God.  The primary meaning of the word “love” in Scripture is a purposeful commitment to sacrificial action for another.  In fact, loving God is demonstrated by obeying His Word (John 14:15, 21, 23-23; 1 John 5:3; 2 John 1:6).  Powerful emotions may accompany biblical love, but it is the commitment of the will that holds love steadfast and unchanging.  Emotions may change, but a commitment to love in a biblical manner endures and is the hallmark of a disciple of Jesus Christ (based on John 3:16, 13:34-35; Romans 5:8-11; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, 13).”(Broger 1991, 217)
Read the following scriptures and write down the teaching about biblical love.

1. Deuteronomy 6:5

2. Matthew 22:36-40
a. How many commandments are listed in this text?
b. Who do the commandments tell us to love?
3. Mark 12:28-34
a. What is significant about verse 33?

4. Ephesians 5:29
5. Titus 2:3-5
6. Ephesians 4:2,15,16

How did God demonstrate His love to believers?

1. John 3:16  

2. Galatians 1:4, 2:20

3. Isaiah 53:4-12, 1 Timothy 2:6

4. John 13:3-17

5. Ephesians 2

First Corinthians 13 is called the “love chapter” in the Bible because is directly addresses the demonstration of true biblical love.  Biblical love is demonstrated in thoughts, words, and actions.  Please read through 1 Corinthians 13:4 -8a.  As you meditate on the following statements below, honestly ask yourself “do I always show biblical love”.  

1. Love is Patient, even when you feel like forcefully expressing yourself.  Love bears pain or trials without complaint, shows forbearance under provocation or strain, and is steadfast despite opposition, difficulty, or adversity.
2. Love is Kind, even when you want to retaliate physically or tear down another with your words.  Love is sympathetic, considerate, gentle and agreeable.
3. Love is Not Jealous, especially when you are aware that others are being noticed more than you.  Love does not participate in rivalry, is not hostile toward one believed to enjoy an advantage, and is not suspicious.  Love works for the welfare and good of others.
4. Love does Not Brag, even when you want to tell the world about your accomplishments.  Love does not flaunt itself boastfully and does not engage in self-glorification.  Instead, love lifts (builds up) others.
5. Love is Not Arrogant, even when you think you are right and others are wrong.  Love does not assert itself or become overbearing in dealing with others.
6. Love does Not Act Unbecomingly, even when being boastful, rude, or overbearing will get you attention and allow you to get your own way.  Love conforms to what is right, fitting, and appropriate to the situation in order to honor the Lord. 
7. Love does Not Seek its Own, even when you feel like grabbing it all or have an opportunity to do so.  Love does not try to fulfill its own desires, does not ask for its own way, and does not try to acquire gain for itself.  Love, as an act of the will, seeks to serve and not be served.
8. Love is Not Provoked, even when others attempt to provoke you or you are tempted to strike out at something or someone.  Love is not aroused or incited to outbursts of anger.  Love continues faithfully and gently to train others in righteousness, even when they fail.
9. Love does Not Take into Account a Wrong Suffered, even when everyone seems to be against you or when people openly attack you.  Love does not hold a grudge against someone.  Love forgives, chooses not to bring up past wrongs in accusation or retaliation, does not return evil for evil, and does not indulge in self-pity.  Love covers a multitude of sin.

10. Love does Not Rejoice in Unrighteousness, even when it seems like misfortune was exactly what another person deserved.  Love mourns over sin, its effects, and the pain which results from living in a fallen world.  Love seeks to reconcile others with Lord.
11. Love Rejoices with the Truth, even when it is easier and more profitable materially to lie.  Love is joyful when truth is known, even when it may lead to adverse circumstances, reviling, or persecution.
12. Love Bears all Things, even when disappointments seem overwhelming.  Love is tolerant, endures with others who are difficult to understand or deal with, and has an eternal perspective in difficulties.  Love remembers that God develops spiritual maturity through difficult circumstances.
13. Love Believes all Things, even when others’ actions are ambiguous and you feel like not trusting anyone.  Love accepts trustfully, does not judge people’s motives, and believes others until facts prove otherwise.  Even when facts prove that the other person is untrustworthy, love seeks to help restore the other to trustworthiness.
14. Love Hopes all Things, even when nothing appears to be going right.  Love expects fulfillment of God’s plan and anticipates the best for the other person.  Love confidently entrusts others to the Lord to do His sovereign and perfect will in their lives.
15. Love Endures all Things, especially when you think you just can’t endure the people or circumstances in your life.  Love remains steadfast under suffering or hardship without yielding and returns a blessing while undergoing trials.
16. Love Never Fails, even when you feel overwhelmed and the situation seems hopeless.  Love will not crumble under pressure or difficulties.  Love remains selflessly faithful even to the point of death.

(The above #1-#16 is directly quoted from Broger 1991,. 217-219)
As you have read through the above maybe you have realized that you have failed to love biblical.  1 John 1:9 tells us “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  As you confess your failure to love biblical, ask the Lord to help you “put on” biblical love in your thinking, words, and actions.
Take each point above (1-16) and write out how you can practically apply this to your life.  Be specific.  Prayerfully choose least 2 ways you can begin to glorify God by demonstrating biblical love.
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