Adoring God  

Written by Doug Hoover     

Ever have an issue come up in your life you just couldn’t seem to get past? You tried to do all the things that the Word of God tells us too. You followed Jesus principle about cutting off anything that hinders our walk with Him. You have sought Him in His Word and in prayer. You have even confessed your struggle to another and have asked them to help hold you accountable. Yet, you find yourself returning once again to that which you hate, that which you desire to be free from. What are we to do?

It may be that you need to ask yourself, have I fallen into the same category as the church at Ephesus that Jesus describes in Revelation 2.

Rev 2:4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.

It may be that you have lost that first love, or put another way, have abandoned your steadfast adoration of the Lord. Has your love for the Lord grown stale? Then remember from where you have fallen from and rekindle that love.

So many of us can let the busyness of life crowd out our soul encompassing focus on Christ that our love grows lukewarm and not red hot like it was in the past. I find myself guilty of this. All the things that demand my time are good things, work, family, counseling, mentoring, serving others. I know many of your lists are even longer. The thing is if I let those become my focus then my love for my Lord can grow lukewarm. I need to keep focusing on the cross or our Lord and His glorious resurrection, that I might stay humble, broken, repentant, and fully adoring of the One who died for me.

It is that kind of radical adoration of our Lord that will keep you free from those struggles. It is that kind of overflowing love for our Lord that will make the broken cisterns that the world has to offer lose their appeal and no longer draw our attention. It is that awesome love that keeps us delighting in Christ no matter what the circumstance.

Please join me in asking ourselves this question: “have I left my first love?” May we all, by His grace and mercy, have our adoration of Christ increased.  

