An Aroma to the Lord  

Written by Doug Hoover     

I had an interesting experience the other day. I was driving on a very narrow road and saw an animal lying in the road already having been hit by another car. That was sad enough in itself, but then another car came around the corner and I was unable to swerve to miss the dead animal lying in the road. Much to my dismay I ran over it as well. As bad as all that was, it was even worse to discover that the animal I had just run over was a skunk, obviously with some of its scent still left in its body. I spent the next 3 days smelling skunk every where I went. My garage still smells like skunk. I walk out in the morning to let the dog out and think “Yuck!” You see, I don’t like skunk smell, I want to avoid it. If you came spraying ‘Ode of Skunk’ at me I wouldn’t be at all happy with you.

All that makes me think of a passage of Scripture: 

(2Co 2:12) When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the Lord, 

(2Co 2:13) my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to . 

(2Co 2:14) But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 

(2Co 2:15) For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 

(2Co 2:16) to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 

(2Co 2:17) For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 

Through you and me, God spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Himself everywhere. Not just at church, but at work, with our neighbors, at school, at the store, in our conversations (both in person and via e-mail), everywhere we are or go, we are to be a fragrance of Christ. 

To some we will be the fragrance of life. That is they will see us living out Christ and desire to know what it is that sets us apart from the rest of the world. Maybe it’s your reaction to trials and persecution. Maybe it’s the fact that you don’t gossip about co-workers or fellow students like others do. Maybe it’s the fact that you actually keep your word and are doing what you say you are going to do. Whatever it may be, being a Christian makes one different from the world. I’ll ask the question that is even now chasing around my head, “when is the last time someone asked, ‘why did you do that’ or ‘how can you be so nice to that person?’” Are we distilling the entire aroma we once did? That is a convicting question, at least for me. Just this weekend I was at McDonalds with the kids. I ordered a cheeseburger happy meal, but forgot to order it “plain.” Well, when I got it to the table, my daughter wouldn’t eat it (neither would I). So I walked back up and explained my situation and ordered a new cheeseburger, for which I gladly paid, as it was my mistake. The lady standing beside me couldn’t for the life of her understand why I didn’t just demand a new cheeseburger. After all, she mentioned, I had paid for a cheeseburger. It gave me a brief opportunity to share with her why that demand would be wrong. Unfortunately she just couldn’t understand, which brings us to the fragrance we will be to others. 

To others, we will be the fragrance of death. Some folks get downright angry at you for no other reason than that you are a Christian. They may see the same things in us that the above mentioned group saw, but respond in the opposite manner. They will hate you, call you weak, try and take advantage of you, or just avoid you out of distaste (just like I try and avoid skunk smell). 

We are called to be a fragrance. To some it will be a pleasant fragrance and to others it will be an obnoxious odor that drives them further away. But notice that either way; we are to be a fragrance. We are to live our lives as a testimony to God’s grace in our lives and be intentional about sharing that grace with others. Let us all keep being fragrant for the Lord. 

