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Daily Devotion, Week One:   Do You Thirst for God?

Homework written by Dr. Paul J. Dean, Jr.
Day One

1-Read pp. 13-14. Do you ever feel like Whitney’s friend T.W., or the Psalmist of Ps. 42:1-2?    2-How often?    3-List the three kinds of spiritual thirst Whitney outlines on pp. 14-21.    4-What is the thirst of the empty soul?    5-According to the Scriptures, can a person long for something that can be found in God and not in reality be looking for God?    6-How can this be?    7-Is your thirst that of the empty soul?    8-If not, how do you know?    9-If so, what should you do?

Day Two

1-What is the thirst of the dry soul?    2-How can a true believer become a dry soul in light of Jn. 1:1-4?    3-What do you think of Piper’s answer on p. 17?    4-List three ways the Christian soul can become dry.    5-Do you regularly drink too much from the world’s water and too little from the all satisfying water of Christ?    6- Have you felt deserted by God?    7-Has God deserted you?    8- How do you know?    9-What should you do during those times when you feel deserted?    10-Are you getting enough rest?    11-What should you do?    12-Comment on Whitney’s illustration regarding his daughter on p. 19.

Day Three

1-What is the thirst of the satisfied soul?    2-Read Philippians 3.    3-Glean and list implications regarding a thirst for God from this text.    4-Do you have this thirst?

Day Four

1-Whitney speaks of the blessing of spiritual thirst on pp. 21-24. From whence does spiritual thirst come?    2-Why does God put thirst for Himself in our soul?    3-On pp. 24-26, Whitney gives three practical steps for thirsting after God. What are they?    4-Have you ever really meditated upon Scripture the way Whitney describes?    5-Have you ever prayed through Scripture the way Whitney describes?    6-Choose a text and meditate upon it a few minutes today.    7-Choose a Psalm and pray through it today.    8-Do you read thirst making writers?    9-Ask your pastor to recommend one such writer and procure a book this week. Begin working through it slowly.

Day Five
1-What are the primary things you learned in your study this week?    2-How have you failed in regard to that which you’ve learned?    3-What does God want you to do?    4-Write out a plan to follow God in this area with joy.
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Daily Devotion, Week Two: Are You Governed Increasingly By God’s Word?

Homework written by Dr. Paul J. Dean, Jr.

Day One

1-Read pp. 27-29. What do you think of Whitney’s assertion that the single most valuable item on earth is the Bible?    2-What is your rationale?    3-Among other things, God’s Word is likened to food (Jer. 15:16). Why is that the case?    4-Does that dynamic hold true for you?    5-What is the point of 1 Pet. 2:2?    5-Is your life governed increasingly by God’s Word?    6-If so, give some concrete examples of that fact.    7-If not, why not?    8-What should you do?

Day Two

1-Read pp. 29-31. Do you find yourself inquiring, consciously, how the Bible speaks to specific areas of life?    2-What does Octavius Winslow call the state of the believer who reads the Bible with no spiritual taste?    3-How does he further describe this dynamic?    4-Could there be an even greater problem and danger if one finds himself/herself in this state?    5-Whitney records several verses out of Psalm 119. What is the primary theme of those verses?    6-Do you love and delight in God’s Word?    7-What does 2 Thes. 2:10 say in regard to those who do not love God’s Word?    8-Are you indifferent to the truth of Scripture?    9-If so, what should you do?    10-Does God’s Word have a growing influence in your life?    11-If not, what should you do?

Day Three

1-Read pp. 31-35. What is Whitney’s point in regard to the Lord Jesus Christ?    2-In the brief references that Whitney gives, what things did Jesus exemplify that we should follow in His steps?    3-In Isa. 8:20, the prophet said, “To the law and to the testimony. If they do not speak according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them.” What is the prophet’s point?    4-To what dynamics or in what contexts can you apply this verse today?    5-On pp. 32-34, what is Whitney’s point?    6-What implications can be gleaned from 2 Tim. 3:16-17?    7-How do these things relate to you?

Day Four

1-On pp. 35-37, what five suggestions does Whitney give that will enable you to develop your dependence upon God’s Word?    2-How can you deepen your desire for God’s Word?    3-What will you do to make time for God’s Word?    4-Will you begin to read the Bible with a view toward making change in your life based upon your current reading?    5-Go ahead and list five areas in our life you have not considered from a biblical perspective.    6-Search the Scriptures to determine what you should do.

Day Five

1-What did you learn from God’s Word this week?    2-How have you failed before God in these areas?    3-What does God instruct you to do?    4-What is your plan to obey God with joy?
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Daily Devotion, Week Three:  Are You More Loving?

Homework written by Dr. Paul J. Dean, Jr
Day One

1-On pp. 39-41, what is the primary truth that the cited Scripture verses teach?    2-How important would you say that love is in the Christian life?    3-Would you say that you are becoming more loving or not?    4-Why did you answer that way?    5-Read pp. 41-42. What do you think of the applications that Whitney makes?    6-How do you fare in light of those applications?    7-What should you do?

Day Two

1-Walk through the descriptions or manifestations of love in 1 Cor. 13:4-8a. Take each description and ask yourself the following questions in regard to each one.    2-What is the principle God wants me to embrace?    3-Is there a specific instance in which I have failed in this regard recently, or, do I regularly fail in this area?    4-What does God want me to do in light of my failures?    5-What is my specific plan to obey the Lord with joy in these areas?

Day Three

1-On pp. 42-45, Whitney lists four types of counterfeit love. They are counterfeit in the sense that they do not give indication of spiritual health. What are they?    2-What would be the counter to each of these? In other words, what four types of love, opposite to those listed, would indicate spiritual health?    3-Is natural affection wrong, or does it merely short of spiritual love?    4-Let us be careful as we think through counterfeit love number two. If the counterfeit is loving someone for the pleasure they bring to us, is the remedy loving them out of duty, or, is the remedy loving them for the pleasure they bring to us as we delight in the pleasure they receive from our love for them?    5-Illustrate your answer.    6-In what relationships have you been guilty of counterfeit love number three?    7-What will you do?    8-In what ways have you been guilty of counterfeit love number four?    9-What will you do?    10-What other biblical principles need to be brought to bear upon your actions in this regard?

Day Four

1-On pp. 46-48, in what three areas do Christians demonstrate that they are growing in love?    2-Have you experienced growth in each of these areas?    3-How do you know?    4-How can you demonstrate your love for the brethren more?    5-Do you enjoy spending time with people in your church?    6-If not, should you cultivate such?    7-How do you demonstrate your love for the lost?    8-Are you willing to witness?    9-Are you intentional in your witness?    10-Are you willing to speak the truth in love?    11-If you answered no to any one of the last three questions, what should you do specifically to remedy the situation?    12-What do you think about the illustration of “Caffy” on the top of p. 47?    13-How do you demonstrate your love for your family?    14-Do you “let your guard down” in front of your family and spew anger and animosity, or, do you demonstrate love and patience toward them the same way do so toward others?    15-In what way may an unbeliever express love much as we believers?    16-For what two reasons (p. 48)?    17-What makes our love Christian and their love not Christian?    18-What else does Whitney say in regard to the motive of Christian love?    19-What do you think of the conclusion on p. 48?

Day Five

1-Why is Christian love so scarce in the world?    2-What six suggestions does Whitney give that will help us to grow in love?    3-Do you meditate upon and pursue love?    4-What excuse have you made not to love?    5-What should you do?    6-Will you meditate upon some aspect of God’s love now and often?    7-Do you delight in the joy of others as you serve them?    8-Do you delight in imitating God, by way of showing love?    9-Will you identify persons to whom you need to show love?    10-Will you follow through?    11-What have you learned this week?    12-How have you failed?    13-What does God want you to do?    14-How will you proceed with joy?
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Daily Devotion, Week Four:  Are You More Sensitive to God’s Presence?

Homework written by Dr. Paul J. Dean, Jr
Day One

1-What do you think about the quote from Pink at the top of p. 53?    2-Read pp. 53-54. Describe an occasion where you seemed to have felt God’s presence.    3-What makes you think of God’s presence?    4-Comment on the last paragraph of p. 54.    5-Read pp. 55-56. According to Whitney, what will result from a true Christian’s dullness to God’s company?    6-Name two other results he gives.    7-Explain the bottom line effect as Whitney gives it at the bottom of p. 55 and the top of p. 56.    8-Do you see the danger Whitney is trying to convey?    9-What can you point to as evidence of your salvation?

Day Two

1-Read pp. 56-61. Describe six different ways to speak of God’s presence.    2-How do we have access into the presence of God?    3-How has God revealed Himself to us?    4-By what means do we determine and interpret our sense of God’s presence with us?    5-What does the answer to that question mean according to Whitney (57)?    6-What is mysticism?    7-What does the Bible never command us to do?    8-What are we told to do?    9-What is the difference between mysticism and experiencing the presence of God?    10-Explain the concepts of “immediate” and “mediated.”    11-Can we imagine God as we would like Him to be?    12-Why or why not?    13-What is the bottom line, according to Whitney, as to how we know God is present?    14-Is there something we have to know about God in order to properly experience the presence of God?    15-What critical questions does Whitney raise on p. 60?    16-What does Whitney mean when he asks, “are you more sensitive to God’s presence?

Day Three

1-Read pp. 61-62. Must the Christian experience an increasing awareness of God’s presence without ceasing in order to be growing spiritually?    2-Why or why not?    3-What did the Puritans mean by “God’s Desertions?”    4-Have you had occasion to identify with Bunyan’s Christian in the Valley of the Shadow of Death?    5-How did he persevere?    6-Is there a difference in longing for God’s presence when you don’t have it, and not knowing the Lord has departed?    7-Comment on John Stevenson’s words (62).

Day Four

1-Read pp. 63-66. According to Whitney, what four things can you do to grow in your awareness of the continuous presence of God?    2-Is there a problem in seeking God’s presence apart from His word primarily?    3-How can you make the most out of reading God’s word?    4-How important is prayer?    5-What about praying from the Scriptures?    6-Why is public worship so important?    7-What is the critical key for our continued walk with the Lord and comfort in the midst of times when we feel as if God is not present?    8-What will this dynamic cause?    9-What does Whitney mean by developing “God Eyes?”    10-Comment on the quote from Spurgeon (66).    11- Comment on the quote from Tozer (66).

Day Five

1-What are the primary things you learned in your study this week?    2-How have you failed in regard to that which you’ve learned?    3-What does God want you to do?    4-Write out a plan to follow God in this area with joy.

