Thoughts From A Father  

Written by Doug Hoover     

Today we had family over to honor our fathers. I had the great privilege to also have a very dear friend from church come join us. He asked me how long I had been a father. I have to be honest, I looked at my daughter, and remembering that she is 6 answered, “six years.” He said, “wow, six years and still doing it right.” I answered him by informing him that I definitely did not always do it “right”. I understand what he meant though, based on the abuse, anger, and overall horrific family life that many children face today, the fact that there are no holes punched in the walls at my house, and all the doors are still on their hinges, and my children have relatively few bruises and NONE of those that they do have were inflicted by their parents, I seem to be fairing better than much of the world.

The thing I must ask myself is if I am really doing it right according to God’s standard? For the sake of brevity I will just pick one text to look at:

Eph 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

So how might we provoke our children to anger or wrath? Well, one way is to not live by the standard we set for them. Do I expect my children to be perfect and never make mistakes when I often make mistakes? Another is by not disciplining them biblically. When I must discipline my children am I looking to restore the relationship damaged by their sin or am I looking to punish them for misbehavior? Another way we might provoke them is by not giving them their proper importance in our lives. God has graciously given me a wonderful family which I am called to lead and minister too, do I fulfill that responsibility, or do I let my other ministry opportunities crowd out my responsibility to minister to them?

I’ll just stop there, because this is already getting pretty convicting. Do I measure up to the compliment my friend paid me? No, I don’t. However, the desire of my heart is to do all that I do to the glory of God, and that especially includes ministering to my family. Praise God that I am still being transformed by the renewing of my mind.

I share these thoughts hoping to encourage you within the battle that our culture places parents in who desire to raise children God’s way, and to possibly have you stop and briefly ponder some of these same questions.  

